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Agenda

·What makes the IB experience unique?

·Course Options - building and making sense 
of the two-year sequence of classes 

·Frequently Asked Questions



Why the RVC school district chose the IB Programé

We know it is the best program for college and career 
preparedness .

Why do we believe that?

ÅStrong liberal arts foundation

ÅAllows for student choice

ÅEmphasis on inquiry and critical thinking

ÅAuthentic learning experiences

ÅEncourages independence

ÅBuilds awareness of local, national and global issues

ÅDiploma requires multilingualism

ÅVariety of assessment modes

ÅEmphasis on writing over multiple choice

ÅNot just about the academics



National Association of Colleges and Employers 
(NACE) conducts a yearly survey of hiring 
managers to determine what skills and abilities 
employees most value (beyond a strong GPA):

1. Communication skills - Written

2. Problem -solving / Critical thinking skills

3. Ability to work in a team

4. Initiative

5. Analytic / Quantitative skills

6. Strong work ethic

7. Communication skills - Oral

8. Leadership 

9. Detail -oriented

10. Technical skills

11. Flexibility / Adaptability

From naceweb.org, Results of the 2019 survey

IB Learner Profile

Å Inquirers
Å Knowledgeable
Å Thinkers
Å Communicators
Å Principled
Å Open -minded
Å Caring
Å Risk- takers
Å Balanced
Å Reflective

Approaches to Learning

Å Thinking skills 
Å Research skills
Å Communication 

skills
Å Social skills
Å Self -management 

skills



× IB Diploma Candidate
Å6 IB courses ɀone or two years in length
ÅParticipation in 3 central elements ɀ

CAS, Extended Essay, and Theory of Knowledge

× IB Course Candidate
Å Individual IB courses ɀranges from one course 

to five

Ways to participate in the 
IB programé



SUBJECT GROUP HIGHER LEVEL STANDARD LEVEL

1. STUDIES IN 
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH

2. LANGUAGE 
ACQUISITION

SPANISH

FRENCH

SPANISH

FRENCH

3. INDIVIDUALS &
SOCIETY

HISTORY

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

PSYCHOLOGY

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

4. EXPERIMENTAL 
SCIENCES

CHEMISTRY

BIOLOGY

PHYSICS

CHEMISTRY

BIOLOGY

PHYSICS

ENVIRONMENTAL SYS.

5. MATHEMATICS MATH ANALYSIS

MATH APPLICATIONS

6. THE ARTS VISUAL ARTS

THEATRE ARTS

MUSIC

FILM STUDIES

VISUAL ARTS

THEATRE ARTS

MUSIC

FILM STUDIES

IB Course Offerings (p.5)

Strong liberal arts foundation and allows for student choice



Inquiry, Critical Thinking, Authenticity

ü Going beyond simple memorization and recall. 
Students must engage in inquiry and critical thinking.

Example(s): Students create their own research question for individual 
ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓȣ

Math Internal Assessment ɀȰ#an a back bend in gymnastics be modeled 
ÕÓÉÎÇ ÑÕÁÄÒÁÔÉÃÓȩȱ

Ȱ(Ï× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÇÒÁÐÈ ÈÁÒÍÏÎÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÓÏÎÁÎÃÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÒÉÇÏÎÏÍÅÔÒÙȩȱ

Music Extended Essay ɀȰCan a soundtrack from a video game or movie 
ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȬÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌȭȩȱ

English Extended Essay ɀȰHow does the predator-prey motif reflect 
ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃÓ ÉÎ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ !Ô×ÏÏÄȭÓ 
The Edible Womanȩȱ



Inquiry, Critical Thinking, Authenticity

ü Students analyze and respond to realistic/real - world  
scenarios and case studies.

Example: On written assessments, students are asked to apply their 
knowledge of theory and methodology to given scenarios.

Business Management Paper 1 ɀAfghan Sun Case Study

Sample exam questions:

- Describe the advantages of using a cash-flow forecast, based on a given table.

- Explain the difference between leadership and management, with reference 
to Su and her managers.

- Explain the factors Su may consider when deciding between two given 
locations for the production facility.

- Discuss the value to Su of a force field analysis in deciding whether to grow 
through change.



Inquiry, Critical Thinking, Authenticity

ü Practice, not just theory

Ç Exhibition of artistic pieces in 
IB Visual Arts

Ç Collaborative creation and 
presentation of an original 13-15 
minute theater piece in IB Theatre

Ç Original composition as well as
performance of musical pieces 
in IB Music

Ç Collection and extraction of DNA at 
Dolan DNA Learning Center; 
comparison of genome sequence to 
the Neanderthal and other ancient 
hominids.



The International Baccalaureate uses 
multiple assessment methods to measure 
student achievement in all its courses.  

The guiding philosophy is to give students 
an opportunity to demonstrate what they 
know, rather than focus on what they 
don't know.



Assessment (p.11)

·Internal and external assessments, using 
established grading criteria

·Varied skills tested across disciplines

·Balance between independent and teacher-
supervised work

·Students maintain control over many aspects of 
assessment



Consistent Writing Practice

Writing Across the Curriculum

ÅSpanish/French ɀwriting (ex: letter, brochure, news article) in 
response to a given scenario

ÅMusic ɀwriting to explore the musical connections between 
pieces from two distinct musical cultures

ÅPhysics ɀwritten investigation based on a student-generated 
research question

Emphasis on the Process Model

ÅProposal ĄDraft Ą Feedback and Revision ĄSubmission

ÅSupports: In-class workshopping, peer editing, teacher feedback 
throughout all steps of the process, etc.



·A formal research 
paper investigating
a topic of special interest

·Research question or hypothesis 
created by the student

·Related to an IB subject

·Develops the kind of independent authentic research and 
writing skills expected at the college level

Extended Essay (pg.7 -8)

A comparison of The Yellow Birds and 
All Quiet on the Western Front



Building an IB Diploma Program



Building an IB Diploma Program



·take 3 higher level (HL) and 3 standard level (SL) 
courses from each of six core curriculum groups

¶HLs = two years of study (completed in Senior Year)

¶SLs = one or two years of study 
(two SLs may be taken Junior Year ɀex: Math and Physics)

·accumulate 24 points; each course is graded on a 
scale of 1 to 7

·higher grades in one course may be used to make up 
for lower grades in another course, provided that the 
total points is 24+ 

To meet the IB Diploma Requirements, 
students must:



An IB Diploma Sequence

Higher Level

English

History

3 rd higher 
level course

Standard Level

Spanish or

French

Math Analysis or

Math Applications

3 rd standard

level course



An IB Diploma Sequence

Higher Level

·English

·History

·Chemistry

Standard Level

·French 

·Math Analysis

·Physics



Higher Level

·English

·History

·Music

Standard Level

·Spanish 

·Math Applications

·Environmental
Systems

An IB Diploma Sequence



Higher Level

·English

·History

·Spanish

Standard Level

·Math Analysis

·Physics

·Psychology

An IB Diploma Sequence



From the National Association for College Admissions 
Counseling - State of College Admission, 2019 :

&ÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ ȰÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
admission decision include:

ÅGrades in all courses
ÅGrades in college prep courses
ÅStrength of curriculum
ÅAdmission test scores (SAT, ACT)

Next most important factors include:

ÅEssay or writing sample
Å3ÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ





·Creativity: arts and other experiences that 
involve creative thinking

·Activity: physical exertion contributing to a 
healthy lifestyle

·Service: engagement with the community in 
response to an authentic need

Creativity, Activity and Service (p.9 -10)



Sample CAS experiences


